
BOARD OF SELECTMEN/SEWER COMMISSIONERS 

Wednesday, May 26, 2021 – 6:00 PM – Combined Town Hall & Zoom 

 

PRESENT: Al Hanson, Chair; Neal Pilson, Selectman; Roger Manzolini, Selectman; Danielle Fillio, Town 

Administrator; Peter Beckwith, Highway Superintendent; Ron Veillette, Con. Com.; Elizabeth Goodman, 

Town Att’y.; Hannah Roller; Mary Spina; J. Sabourin; Tess Gamboroni; Daniel Pallotta, OPM; Pat 

Callahan, Mun. Bldg. Cte.; Eileen Martin; Tom Grizey, Wiring Inspector 

Al opened the meeting at 6:00 PM. 

Approval of Minutes of the May 12, 2021 Meeting of the BOS: There being no questions or additional 

changes to the minutes, Al moved that they be accepted as read. Roger seconded the motion, which 

was carried by unanimous vote. 

Reorganization of the Board: Al advised the Board that he was resigning his position as Chair as his 

term of office was expiring. He nominated Neal to assume that position. Neal accepted the nomination 

with thanks for the excellent leadership Al had provided during his tenure as Chair. The vote to accept 

the nomination of Neal as the next Chair was unanimous.  

Turtle Crossing Signs Discussion:  This was a Civics Project of the Richmond School, collaborating with 

the Con. Com. for advice concerning details of location of the signs, etc. 

Hanna Roller provided the three most frequent turtle crossing locations at which they would like to 

place temporary signs during the nesting season, May 1st through September 30th. 

Discussion of the project included the type and size of the proposed signs, who would post and then 

remove the signs, etc. Roger moved to approve the project for the students to work with Pete on 

placement and removal and offered to fund the purchase of the signs as a loan to the group. He noted 

that if the group found it impossible to repay the loan, the Town would “forgive” the amount if a real 

attempt had been made.  

The motion was seconded by Neal and adopted by unanimous consent. Roger asked that the group 

monitor the sites to determine how well the signs are working.     

Roots Rising Fund-Raising Bike Ride Signs: Mary Spina asked the Board for permission to post signs 

indicating the route of the Bike Ride which will take place one week in June, 2021. Providing a full week 

for the ride results in only small groups on the roads at any one time and eliminates the problems 

inherent in having large groups on the roads all at once. A discussion of the size of the signs involved 

prompted Roger to move that the Board grant Roots Rising an exception to the Richmond Sign Bylaws 

for the purposes of this Fund-Raiser. The motion was seconded and passed by unanimous vote. 

Municipal Building Committee Charge: Neal observed that, with the successful vote to authorize the 

bond and the vote to authorize the debt-exclusion passed, the townspeople have strongly endorsed  



the building of a new Town Hall/Library. Roger noted that the Board had charged the Municipal 

Building Cte. with completing the project, which they did superbly. He moved to dissolve the 

Committee. The motion was seconded and approved by unanimous vote. 

It was then noted that the Board would need to develop a charge for a new Committee that would be 

responsible for shepherding the project to conclusion. Daniel Pallotta is the professional Project 

Manager who has been working with the current committee. He explained the process going forward 

and made suggestions for the make up of the new committee who will be responsible for the building  

being constructed to specifications and that all materials delivered are up to specifications. He 

suggested finding a Richmond resident who has engineering and/or construction experience who 

would be willing to volunteer their time and expertise.  

The size and make up of the new committee were discussed at length with several names being 

offered for consideration. The issue will be on the agenda of the next meeting and residents who are 

engineers will be contacted as potential volunteers. 

Mosquito Spraying – Discuss Opting Out: Ron advised that the sprays are poisonous; they kill off the 

desirable insects along with the mosquitos. In addition, mosquitos constitute a part of the food chain 

and spraying kills everything it touches. It is bad for humans and animals. It was also reported that the 

kind of mosquitos that carry the West Nile and other diseases are not the same as the ones that occur 

locally. The consensus was that the Town will opt out of the spraying, but will stay in for the rest of the 

program such as testing, dealing with standing water issues, etc. 

It was suggested that education directed at Richmond homeowners be provided as a link in the e-

newsletter to enable them to treat sources of standing water and the use of personal protective 

equipment. 

Memorial Day Celebration: The festivities will take place at 9:00 AM on Monday, May 31st outside the 

Richmond Consolidated School. There will not be a school band, but students will participate in the flag 

raising, poem reading, etc. Rep. Pignatelli and Sen. Adam Hines have been invited to attend, and Rabbi 

Cain will do the invocation. Fire Department trucks will be parked behind the school and the Town 

Administrator will provide a rendition of the Star-Spangled Banner and Taps on the French Horn and 

Trumpet in the absence of the school band. 

Discussion of Constables: Al was approached by Tom Grizey about expanding his authority as a 

constable. Al discussed it with Police Chief Bill Bullett and a State Trooper, both of whom were not in 

favor of any such action.  

Dublin Road Bridge Project Award: Five bids have been received and reviewed. Tighe & Bond 

recommended Clayton & Davenport. The Board agreed and Roger moved that all correct Performance 

Bonds be submitted, and Dan be authorized to sign them.  Neal seconded the motion, which was 

adopted by unanimous vote.    

Public Comment: Melissa Roller asked for further discussion on the number of members to constitute 

the new Municipal Building Cte. A discussion resulted in the decision to be sure to represent the 



demographics of the Town. Roger suggested that there was opportunity to create several sub-

committees to each deal with a specific aspect of the project. He would like to know of anyone 

interested in those seats. Neal noted that no decision has been made at this meeting as to the makeup 

of the new committee and thought should be given between now and the next meeting of the Board 

as to who should be appointed. 

Ron asked if there was any impediment to a landowner in Richmond who was not a resident of the 

Town being appointed to the committee. He was advised that only elected officials are required to be 

residents and any taxpayer has a right to be heard.  

Selectmen’s Matters: Al reported that he had been approached by Steve Parson, the Cemetery 

Superintendent, about his perceived lack of direction about green burials. A discussion resulted in 

Roger advising hat Steve should not do anything he’s not comfortable with. It is the responsibility of 

the Funeral Home to take care of all those details. Al will research what the local funeral homes do in 

the case of green burials and Roger will call Bob Dwyer for the same information. 

Town Administrator Updates: Danielle advised that after May 29th all COVID-19 restrictions will be 

lifted. However, the door of the main office at Town Hall will be closed and business will be conducted 

through the window in that door. 

Sewer Matters: Tom reported that a new building is being added to the sewer lines at Richmond Pond. 

The question for Tom was whether the Town would be willing to provide the  pump that was left over 

from the initial free installations. The Board agreed to have the hook-up go forward and to provide the 

pump once the official request is received.  

Danielle said that the State of Emergency will end on June 15, 2021 and the legislature is reworking the 

Open Meeting Laws. She believes that it will continue to  allow the public to access meetings through 

Zoom or other virtual services. Roger noted that he would like to be sure that any business brought 

before the Board would be done in person with residents able to have remote access to observe and 

comment. Once the new law is written, it will be easier to determine how to conduct future meetings.   

Peter reported that the Beach will be open by this weekend but there will be no lifeguard on duty as 

none will be available until after the Father’s Day weekend. 

There being no further business before the Board, Roger moved to adjourn. The motion was seconded 

by Al and adopted by unanimous consent. 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:37 PM 

Signed: 

 

_________________________________ 

Alan Hanson, Chair 


